Leather artisans apply modern flair and perfection

Traditional craftsmanship
is used (o create custom,
sensuous luxury goods
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For ther distinctive appearasce and
bexurious lsel, beather amd exotic skins
tave an emduiing appeal

A teo gener staon of desogners 13 work -
bign, withi thesr tradimenad manerisls
sed spphving trodsenal shalls — 0 ere
e comrmperary Malerpeces. Some
of the eveeadin can be seen tn Deceober =
e Partslan conoept store Coletis, on the
rue du Favboury Saun Heooed

My e was po hanitpoek o proop of

posail and moepenoent teri s with ox
cepuonal snow how, 1 s (et oy
saaboul singulanity not ssandardacition,”
sald Thomus Erdes, a veteran lusury ex-
pert aod weed consultanl, wha con
omved the * Calunet de Curiosités ™ show
w misders, verstom of an oid ronoepd

Enown for ther fresh spproach
lemther cralamaniship, the Fremh due
of Bernjamin Caron sod lsabells Guk
den, partners i A compamy called
Deuce, arw sunag the 30 T e
tuerw an My Erber's sthow

[henee apeciaiizes in handmaede chu
coeckers, donteo  wed  Dechgatesan
boarts Easliiemusd (rues the thick beachey
used M shoe soles, often puited with
ebony woud, and updated with featrey
be bourh-aenative Screems and mag
netic &ce

The craftsmanship rosming tadeien
al. the Dol setisnmnis, But the products
st Cotlettiporary (o they sieeh, muman-
alisl appedrance

We e @ e et mern an (Bhcenmu

ry Jeatderr maker and Hang & Olulsen”
My Caron sald. “Thooe wio by s
prodtucts e arstiwies wihe pay gaines
1o o by sante

Mir. Camn, 40, started bis career as »
bont maker, hoving st lesmnd the
rradde apa bobdyy,

FormuRy trained m e Afpx School
ol Show Dwsgen 10 Paris, Mr Caron spest
Ul 1S bl g oot ypet s for s of
the high-end lnvery shoemakers in Par-
m B be had no desire o remnen in
shoe iUl g,

"My frst game was 4 leather Sack
gammon | made for myvsell, sk with
rod checkers, with he same sty
deone m boot making, ' Mr Caroe said 1
showed the plece in o trade show alog
with sy boots. 11w purchased by the
Museun of Modern Art e New Yook,

Wah & range of prottypes svailalibe
n ther Paris showroam, Deiee cmers
mnstly 10 peivate cienes |noloeg for cus-
Soer-made toarvs

“The starung pulm I8 usualy »
wonden suwcture covered with leath
or mand Ma, Gobdon, 19, & gradusee of
e Coale Nighonnle des Arnts Décoracils
n Parts, who came to Deuee truma fash-
on tackpround. “Puopke who s war
prodhect lor (e et e caniid ulider:
Anand b luacter coukl be warked with
such precision by sand

Although Deuce pleces soem effor
bas in thew chean, [mese design, thele
sarpliciry s snfonpving when i cofres
te Amihing

“Sur pleces sl e perfect, ather
wise o oilly see the defeciy,’ Mr Car
an sl Owr prices wne |1 stified by tal

Toql Bespamin Carsn and bobe b Cosdon
m thetr werkahap Seow of thelr prodacis,
B thar chene arl, it Sabied aind laoguered
prst woed |eather and rhmdhm-siver jeft,
will b o m Dvcrmdver in e Partsan
ranrept store Colefie. Abave, an albgater
bag wah iesect brsach, by Peter Nt

porioction and 1hi tremisadnady Bl ve-
racking effori wachbeve

AR pieces are made-tomeasiry sl
poced from €580 1o 050000, or wtanst
$6, 500 14 about SEL00

Poter Nitx 1 smother designer fen-
tared in the Caldnet e Curiosiis whe
wste (St eiial 1ochmdgue (o take co
fenpurary ebjecn. W handmaie
matte cracodile drivdease ui the show |
= rzample of hiw he applies e e
ciples of pn@oenal mdde making o
handhags in exotic sions

Thee vl thooesal ser ity Bt wlia 1 oo e

saadilles” leetaase (2e techiingues [ e
wre those of saddles makmg'' Mr Nits
ek o todephione inlerview

The cane | designed 1o crry 2 lapup
campater o an SPad and 1 proed M
(4P |

Everything & made by me by
Bapdd * MIr MNitz sasd, Theww i no ma-
clime st hurge, just trisdcansl werk:
manship

Mr Ner, 13, wha wim barn = Geeen-
VBe Somsh Coarolina, now bves and
works (n Zunch, He Ses channeled his
crvativity inlu making wwelcy. cothing,
coranucs ped furpaure inspaed by
handerasmed pieces he toand inflea mar-
ket mnad vt e Fvira

A chance mesting three years age
with @ retred crafvsman waived in the
atwlions of the lanury house Hesmds, it
sell orugually & Barness maker, gnied
A passon r leather and exntic seins

Wy bt bt Suad] S pretal i Dibethre pronh-
g Kely pad Skiin andbags for Hee
mis” Mr Ntz sod 'l wanied to larn
thee coaft servuinly, ol an & hobbiy, Thes
was 4 taance 1o learn from the best '

Through ooe-on-nee private lemsens,
Mr, Nitz learmisd the mocrots of the cra
and sared is own ladel of mado-ssor
der handvags last year, many ol which
arw embellishwd with & vuntape jrwal

“lhook i vidlage ploees by Faberge
Yan Cleet or Cormier in anctions™ he
sood. In camall prtigree sbops, | lind ub-
marked jwwiey whih vy lmrkeas
wirlanasship ™

A taste fur vwtage wan smprimed o
Mr. Kitrs md by his parents, who
were anfiques dendera. Ee Bkes (0 com
bipe the oid with e sew. grving
pocnn ] i 10 s ol (et

1 et o Lo el vimage wsect” Vicion
un beooches from the 0" he sad
"Yhey sy extrwmely well made and the
reufiananaip ia wisible in che detall
smeiling you dont ser mech i oon-
emporary jeweiry'

Mr Nz says Ms eaotic-skin evening
Dt Lt @ 32400, waale those adormed
woth e s raryge froem 55 000 0 130,000
lrcause he maket ench piece hinoell,
erearing a oollection i, for now, a de
tamt dream

| hew denigimd enitire collsetions in
oy minil” he sald



